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arises from the thought of Bakuiiin, the contemporary of Marx.
He added the rider that the only way to abolish power and
money yas by direct action on the bourgeoisie in whom these
instincts were incurably ingrained, and who took advantage of
all liberal legislation, all concessions from the workers, to get
more power and more money for themselves. "The rich will
do everything for the poor but get off their backs," Tolstoy
has said. "Then they must be blown off," might have been
Bakuiiin's corollary. From this time (the 'eighties) dates
militant Anarchism with its crimes of violence and assassination.
In most of its strongholds, Italy, Germany, Russia, it was either
destroyed by Fascism or absorbed by Communism, which has
usually seemed more practical, realizable, and adaptable to
industrial countries; but in Spain the innate love of individual
freedom, a personal dignity of the people, made them prefer it
to Russian Communism, and the persecution which it under-
went was never sufficient to blot it out. Finally, in the last
few years it has gone through a third transformation; in spite
of its mystical appeal to the heart, Anarchism has always been
an elastic and adaptable faith, and looking round for a suitable
machinery to replace State centralization it found syndicalism,
to which it is now united. Syndicalism is a system of vertical
rather than horizontal Trade Unions, by which, for instance,
all the workers on a newspaper, editors, reviewers, printers, and
distributors, would delegate members to a syndicate which
would negotiate with other syndicates for the housing, feeding,
amusements, etc., of the whole body. This anarcho-syndicalism
through its organ, the C.N.T., has been able to get control of all
the industries and agriculture of Catalonia and of most of those
in Andalusia, Valencia, and Murcia, forming a more or less
solid block from Malaga to the French frontier, with consider-
able power also in the Asturias and Madrid. The executive
militant spearhead of the body is the Federacion Anarquistica
Iberica, usually pronounced as one word, FAI, which, partly
owing to acts of terrorism, partly to its former illegality, to-day
is clothed in mystery. It is almost impossible to find out who
and how many belong to it.
The ideal of the C.N.T. and the FIAI. is libertarian Com-